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Stanine;(Standard NINE or S9) is a method of scaling test scores on a nine-point standard scale with a mean of five (5) and a standard deviation of two (2).
Early use of Stanines is attributed to U.S. Army Air Forces during the Second World War. Modern use is mainly in the area of educational assessment.
Test scores are scaled to stanine scores using the following algorithm:

1. Rank results from lowest to highest 

2. Give the lowest 4% a stanine of 1, the next 7% a stanine of 2, etc., according to the following table: 

	Calculating Stanines

	Result Ranking
	4%
	7%
	12%
	17%
	20%
	17%
	12%
	7%
	4%

	Stanine
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9


So What’s in it For Us?

Simply put we can use a stanine band system to group children by test scores. These groups can then be used to target for improvement. 

There are two common ways of using stanine groups for targeting improvement work. Either; targeting a group on a stanine band with the intention of bumping them up into the next band at the next assessment, or, target the top individual/small no. of children at the top of each band of selected bands with the aim of bumping them into their respective next levels.

We can also (with the caveat that comparisons are broad and not to be relied upon alone) draw some comparison between stanine groups and end of key stage levels or sub-levels.
	
	Approximate correlation between GL Progress Test Maths/English and EKS Levels
	

	Stanine Band
	Standardised Score
	Approximate Level predictor

	9
	More than 126
	L5

	8
	119-125
	L5 -

	7
	112-118
	L4+

	6
	104-111
	L4

	5
	97-103
	L4 -

	4
	89-96
	L3 +

	3
	82-88
	L3

	2
	74-81
	L3 -

	1
	Less than 74
	L2 +


The Table below, kindly provided by Liz Fairclough shows the relationship between Stanine bands, GL PIE and PIM standard scores and End of KS levels. A similar correlation can be assumed as a guide between scores in the new GL Progress Tests but as with all such comparisons must be taken only as a guide with no evidenced statistical integrity.
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